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Introduction to the Committee 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is a United Nations–related 

organization dedicated to promoting humane and orderly migration for the benefit of all. Its 

core objectives are: saving lives and protecting people on the move, driving solutions to 

displacement, and facilitating pathways for regular migration (International Organization for 

Migration [IOM], 2024). 

Established in 1951, the IOM currently has 175 member states, eight observer states, 

and operational presence in 172 countries worldwide (IOM, 2024). Initially known as the 

Provisional Intergovernmental Committee on the Movement of Migrants from Europe, it was 

created to manage the displacement crisis following World War II (IOM, 2014). In 2016, the 

IOM became a related organization within the United Nations system. 

The IOM provides technical and policy advice on migration, supports states during 

humanitarian emergencies, and safeguards the rights and dignity of migrants. It collaborates 

with governments to develop effective migration management strategies and address the 

impacts of migration at local, national, and international levels (IOM, 2014). 

Over the years, the IOM has been central to shaping global migration governance, 

implementing agreements, and responding to emerging challenges. One of the most 

significant developments was the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 

(GCM), adopted in 2018. The GCM represents the first intergovernmental agreement to 

address migration comprehensively, aiming to encourage international cooperation and 

ensure migration is managed in a safe, regular, and rights-based manner (United Nations, 

2018). 
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Background of the topic 

 
Migration can be classified as either regular or irregular. Regular migration refers to 

the movement of people across borders in accordance with the rules and procedures of 

destination countries. Examples include migration for work, education, or family reunification 

(United Nations, 2021). Conversely, irregular migration occurs when individuals cross borders, 

remain, or depart from a country without legal authorization, such as through visa overstay, 

unauthorized entry, or use of fraudulent documents. Often, irregular migration is driven by 

urgent humanitarian needs, lack of legal pathways, or limited access to asylum procedures 

(IOM, 2024). 

Displacement is the forced movement of individuals due to conflict, persecution, 

human rights violations, or natural disasters. This can occur within a country (internal 

displacement) or across borders (refugee flows). Displaced persons frequently lack access to 

shelter, healthcare, or legal protections, increasing their vulnerability (IOM, 2024). 

An asylum seeker is an individual seeking international protection but whose claim for 

refugee status has not yet been determined. People often apply for asylum to escape 

persecution, violence, or threats to their life and safety (United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees [UNHCR], 2024). 

Deportation policies, particularly those implemented by the United States, have 

influenced international relations and migration dynamics. While officially justified on grounds 

of national security and legal enforcement, deportations frequently result in humanitarian 

consequences that extend beyond individuals to entire communities. Deportees often face 

poverty, targeted violence, and inadequate access to essential services. Mass deportations 

have also disproportionately affected marginalized communities, raising concerns regarding 

systemic racial discrimination and violations of human rights (US Citizenship and Immigration 

Services [USCIS], 2020). 

In recent decades, global migration challenges have been shaped by interconnected 

events and crises: 

▪ Conflicts and wars. Armed conflicts in Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, and Ukraine have 

caused large-scale displacement, such as the 6.5 million refugees generated by the Syrian 
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civil war. These emergencies have tested international humanitarian systems (UNHCR, 

2023). 

▪ Climate change and environmental disasters. Rising sea levels, droughts, and extreme 

weather events have created “climate migrants,” a group not fully protected under 

current international law (IOM, 2024). 

▪ The 2015 European migrant crisis. Over a million asylum seekers, largely from Syria, Iraq, 

and Afghanistan, sought refuge in Europe, exposing gaps in migration policy and 

cooperation (Triandafyllidou, 2018). 

▪ Economic instability. Venezuela’s collapse has driven more than seven million people to 

flee since 2015, marking one of the largest displacement crises in Latin America (UNHCR, 

2023). 

▪ COVID-19 pandemic (2020–2022). Border closures and economic downturns left millions 

stranded and vulnerable, underscoring the need for migrant inclusion in public health 

systems (IOM, 2021). 

▪ Global cooperation. The adoption of the Global Compact for Migration (2018) 

emphasized the importance of shared responsibility for migration governance, though its 

implementation has faced political resistance (United Nations, 2018). 

Key international frameworks shaping deportation and migration include: 

▪ The 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol, which define refugee rights and 

obligations of host states, including the principle of non-refoulement (UN General 

Assembly, 1951). 

▪ The Cartagena Declaration on Refugees (1984), which expanded refugee protection in 

Latin America to include those fleeing generalized violence and human rights violations 

(Cartagena Declaration, 1984). 

▪ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), which established the principle that 

all people, regardless of legal status, are entitled to fundamental human rights (United 

Nations, 1948). 
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Together, these instruments highlight the tension between state sovereignty over 

migration and the international obligation to respect human rights. 

U.S. Deportation System 

Deportation has long been a central element of U.S. immigration policy. Officially 

framed as a tool for safeguarding national security, upholding the rule of law, and protecting 

labor markets, deportation practices have nonetheless generated profound humanitarian 

challenges at national, regional, and global levels (Pierce & Selee, 2017). The United States 

enforces one of the largest deportation systems in the world, removing hundreds of 

thousands of individuals annually, many of whom come from Latin America, the Caribbean, 

and Africa (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement [ICE], 2023).  

U.S. deportation has also been used historically as a political and economic tool. During 

the Mexican repatriation campaigns of 1929–1935, approximately 82,000 Mexicans were 

formally removed, with many others coerced into leaving under discriminatory conditions 

(U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services [USCIS], 2020). These precedents highlight how 

deportation has been shaped by racialized narratives and political agendas, leaving enduring 

scars on migrant communities. 

Humanitarian consequences of deportation  

Deportations frequently extend beyond individual migrants, affecting families, 

communities, and entire societies. Individuals deported from the U.S. often face abrupt family 

separation, limited access to health care, exposure to violence, and social stigma in their 

countries of return. The process itself—characterized by detention, expedited hearings, and 

limited legal aid—has been criticized for failing to ensure due process and adequate protection 

of fundamental human rights (Human Rights Watch, 2021). 

Impact on vulnerable groups 

Deportation policies disproportionately affect marginalized communities. Migrants of 

color, particularly those from Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean, are 

overrepresented in deportation statistics due to systemic racial profiling and discriminatory 

enforcement practices (Golash-Boza & Hondagneu-Sotelo, 2013). Furthermore, asylum 

seekers and individuals with Temporary Protected Status (TPS) often face deportation despite 
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ongoing threats of violence, natural disasters, or political persecution in their home countries 

(Cantor et al., 2021). 

Regional instability 

The mass return of deportees has fueled cycles of poverty, insecurity, and re-migration 

across Latin America. For example, Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador receive tens of 

thousands of deportees each year, many of whom return to communities already struggling 

with organized crime, weak governance, and limited economic opportunities. The lack of 

reintegration programs exacerbates vulnerability, leaving returnees at risk of violence, 

extortion, and renewed displacement (Hiskey et al., 2018). 

Contemporary challenges  

Current debates on deportation reflect tensions between state sovereignty and 

international human rights obligations. Critics argue that deportation practices, particularly 

those involving expedited removals and family separations, violate principles enshrined in 

international law such as non-refoulement, which prohibits returning individuals to places 

where they face persecution (UN General Assembly, 1951). Global human rights bodies, 

including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM), continue to urge the U.S. to adopt more humane 

deportation practices that prioritize dignity, due process, and protection of vulnerable groups 

(UNHCR, 2023; IOM, 2021). 

In sum, the ongoing challenges of U.S. deportation reveal a complex intersection of 

sovereignty, security, racial discrimination, and humanitarian impact. Addressing these 

challenges requires not only national policy reforms but also stronger regional and 

international cooperation to protect the human rights of migrants and ensure that 

deportation is not used in ways that perpetuate harm and instability. 
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Key Stakeholders and Positions 

 
Countries  

Country Position 

The United States of America  

 

Implements one of the world’s largest deportation 

systems. Justifies deportations as national security 

measures, but is frequently criticized for racial 

profiling, family separation, and disproportionate 

targeting of Latin American and African migrants 

(Pierce & Selee, 2017). 

People’s Republic of China 

 

Maintains strict migration and deportation controls, 

often repatriating undocumented workers from 

neighboring countries. Faces criticism for deporting 

North Korean asylum seekers, raising concerns over 

violations of the non-refoulement principle (Human 

Rights Watch, 2021). 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland 

 

Implements deportations mainly through its “hostile 

environment” policy. Criticized for racial bias in 

removal proceedings and the Windrush scandal, 

which wrongly targeted long-standing Caribbean 

residents (Williams, 2020). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_the_United_States.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Russian Federation  

 

 

Deports large numbers of Central Asian labor 

migrants annually. While emphasizing national 

security, deportations are often linked to labor 

exploitation, xenophobia, and limited migrant 

protections (Round & Kuznetsova, 2016). 

French Republic 

 
 

Uses deportation as part of its counterterrorism and 

irregular migration policies. Faces criticism for 

disproportionate targeting of North African migrants 

and for conditions in detention centers (Fekete, 

2021). 

The United Mexican States 

 

Country of origin, transit, and destination. Condemns 

discriminatory deportations of Mexicans from the 

U.S., while itself deporting thousands of Central 

American migrants under bilateral and regional 

agreements (García Zamora, 2019). 
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Republic of Honduras 

 

The Honduran private sector has requested a 

structured plan from the government to address the 

potential mass deportation of Hondurans from the 

United States. According to official data, more than 

one million Hondurans reside in the United States, of 

whom 280,000 are at risk of deportation (Singer, 

2025). 

 

Republic of Guatemala 

 

Faces similar challenges to Honduras. Deportees 

return to fragile communities with weak institutions, 

limited job opportunities, and persistent violence, 

worsening social instability (Hiskey et al., 2018). 

Guatemala has collaborated with the United States to 

return immigrants. It has significantly increased the 

number of flights to transport migrants back to 

Guatemala. (Sofía Menchú, 2025) 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

 

Ongoing humanitarian and economic crisis have 

displaced over 7 million people. Venezuelans are 

subject to deportations and restrictive policies 

abroad, with concerns over discrimination and lack of 

refugee protection (UNHCR, 2023). 
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Republic of Cuba 

 

Cuba has expressed its discontent and disapproval of 

deportation practices, calling them "unrealistic and 

unfair" due to the massive number of deportees, 

arguing that such deportations would displace people 

already established in the U.S. 

Republic of Colombia 

 

Hosts millions of Venezuelan migrants but has also 

deported irregular migrants, raising questions about 

consistency in its human rights commitments 

(Ramírez, 2020). 

Dominion of Canada  

 

Conducts deportations mainly on grounds of security 

or irregular status. However, Canada is recognized for 

its relatively transparent asylum procedures and 

humanitarian approach, though concerns persist over 

racial disparities in removals (Molnar, 2020). 
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Republic of India  

 

Deports irregular Bangladeshi and Rohingya migrants. 

Policies raise human rights concerns, particularly the 

risk of statelessness linked to the National Register of 

Citizens (Human Rights Watch, 2021). 

Republic of the Philippines  

 

One of the largest migrant-sending countries. 

Advocates for the protection of overseas Filipino 

workers (OFWs) while negotiating with host countries 

to limit arbitrary deportations (Asis, 2017). 

Republic of El Salvador 

 

El Salvador has made an agreement with the United 

States to house violent US criminals and receive 

deportees of any nationality, to provide them 

assistance and support. El Salvador is known as a “safe 

third country”. 
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Socialist Republic of Vietnam  

 

Vietnam is ready to maintain close cooperation with 

the United States, the President of the United States 

has announced that he will enact a deportation 

campaign against illegal immigrants or those with 

prior criminal records, which included Vietnamese. 

Vietnam is working to develop international legal 

mechanisms and continue to promote trade 

liberalization. 

Dominican Republic 

 

Faces criticism for deporting people of Haitian 

descent, often without due process. Deportations 

have been linked to racial discrimination and 

statelessness (Open Society Foundations, 2016). 

Republic of Haiti 

 

One of the most vulnerable countries to deportations. 

Haitian migrants are disproportionately deported 

from the U.S. and the Dominican Republic, despite 

facing violence, poverty, and natural disasters at 

home (UNHCR, 2023). 
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Republic of Nicaragua 

 

Migration outflows due to repression and instability 

make Nicaraguans vulnerable to deportations abroad, 

often with limited refugee protection (Orozco, 2020). 

The Plurinational State of Bolivia  

 

Bolivia calls for greater protection of migrants’ rights 

and has expressed concern over the humanitarian 

impact of deportations from the U.S. The country 

emphasizes the need for comprehensive migration 

agreements that include reintegration programs, 

legal assistance, and respect for due process. Bolivia 

promotes regional solidarity to address the root 

causes of migration. 

Republic of Chile 

 

The Republic of Chile recognizes the complex 

humanitarian consequences of mass deportations, 

particularly when they affect vulnerable groups such 

as women, children, and asylum seekers. Although 

Chile is not a primary country of origin for deportees 

from the United States, it is committed to upholding 

international human rights standards and has 

expressed support for multilateral approaches to 

migration governance.  
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Republic of Peru 

 

Peru expresses concern over the humanitarian 

consequences of mass deportations, especially when 

they involve vulnerable populations such as children 

and the elderly. The Peruvian government advocates 

for greater protection of migrant rights and calls for 

bilateral agreements with the United States to ensure 

safe and dignified returns, as well as support for 

reintegration.  

Argentine Republic 

 

Argentina promotes a human rights-based approach 

to migration and has openly criticized practices that 

lead to the criminalization or mistreatment of 

migrants. While not directly affected by U.S. 

deportations, Argentina supports regional and 

multilateral dialogue to improve the protection of 

deported individuals and ensure access to legal 

assistance, due process, and basic services.  

The Republic of Korea  
(South Korea) 

 

 

South Korea maintains close diplomatic and economic 

ties with the United States and generally supports 

lawful migration enforcement. However, it also 

emphasizes the importance of international 

cooperation and human rights in migration policy. 

South Korea encourages transparent procedures, 

non-discrimination, and humanitarian safeguards 

during deportations, particularly in cases involving 

long-term residents or mixed-status families. 
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Republic of Ghana 

 

Ghana has been affected by the deportation of some 

of its nationals from the U.S. and other countries. The 

Ghanaian government has expressed concern over 

deportations carried out without prior coordination 

or support for reintegration. Ghana advocates for 

better international communication, reintegration 

assistance, and respect for the dignity and rights of 

deported persons, especially when they face limited 

opportunities upon return. 

Republic of Ecuador 

 

Ecuador has received thousands of deported 

nationals from the United States, many of whom face 

reintegration challenges such as unemployment and 

insecurity. The government has expressed concern 

over deportations without prior coordination and 

emphasizes the need for bilateral agreements that 

include reintegration support and humanitarian 

assistance. 

Republic of Panama 

 

As both a transit and receiving country, Panama has 

faced the humanitarian and logistical consequences 

of large-scale deportations in the region. While 

cooperating with the U.S. on migration control, 

Panama stresses the importance of international 

solidarity, reintegration programs, and respect for 

migrant rights, particularly for vulnerable groups. 
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Kingdom of Spain 

 

Spain implements deportations of irregular migrants 

under European Union frameworks, often to Latin 

American and African countries. While emphasizing 

border security, Spain has faced criticism over 

conditions in detention centers. At the same time, 

Spain supports multilateral efforts for humane 

migration governance and reintegration support in 

countries of origin. 

Portuguese Republic 

 

Portugal has traditionally been recognized for its 

integration policies toward migrants but also carries 

out deportations of irregular migrants, mainly from 

Africa and South America. The government 

underscores adherence to European Union standards 

and advocates for balancing security measures with 

the protection of human rights and family unity. 

Republic of Costa Rica 

 

Costa Rica, a country with a long-standing tradition of 

humanitarian protection, receives deported nationals 

and transit migrants from the region. It has raised 

concerns about the humanitarian impact of mass 

deportations and calls for greater regional 

cooperation to uphold international refugee 

protections and to strengthen reintegration 

frameworks. 
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Non-governmental Organizations 

NGO’s Position 

American Civil Liberties Union  

(ACLU) 

 

The ACLU is an NGO dedicated to preserving and 

defending individual rights and liberties. Their 

Immigrants rights project is focused on expanding 

and enforcing the civil liberties. 

RAICES  

(Refugee and Immigrant Center for 

Education and Legal Services) 

 

This NGO oppose deportations that generates 

family separations, it provides legal defense. It also 

offers refugee protection and includes social 

services, financial assistance and community 

education. 

Immigrant Legal Resource Center 

(ILRC) 

 

The ILRC opposes deportations that result in family 

separation and provides legal defense for 

immigrants, and advocates for fair migrational 

policies and community education. 
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National Immigration Law Center 

(NILC) 

 

NILC focuses on the low-income immigrant 

communities, it actively provides legal support and 

social services, specifically to the challenges faced 

by economically vulnerable immigrants. 
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Previous UN Actions and Resolutions 

The international community has created multiple frameworks through the United 

Nations to regulate migration, safeguard human rights, and reduce the negative humanitarian 

impacts of deportation. These instruments have laid essential foundations for protecting 

migrants, but their effectiveness has been uneven due to political resistance, sovereignty 

concerns, and gaps in enforcement. 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (2018) 

Adopted by the UN General Assembly (A/RES/73/195), this compact represents the 

first comprehensive intergovernmental agreement on migration. Although non-binding, it 

seeks to balance state sovereignty with international cooperation, promoting safe and 

dignified migration practices while encouraging alternatives to arbitrary deportations. The 

compact has raised awareness and fostered dialogue, but its voluntary nature has limited its 

enforceability. Some major migrant-receiving states, including the United States, did not 

endorse it, reducing its global reach (IOM, 2023). 

New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants (2016).  

This declaration (A/RES/71/1) affirmed that migrants and refugees share universal 

human rights and called for stronger global solidarity in managing large-scale movements. It 

underscored the humanitarian imperative to save lives and combat exploitation by traffickers. 

While the declaration paved the way for the Global Compact, implementation has been 

inconsistent, particularly in addressing deportations where humanitarian risks are high. Critics 

argue that despite its moral weight, it has had limited practical impact in restraining 

deportation practices that violate human rights (United Nations, 2018). 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families (1990) 

This treaty sets binding obligations for states to protect migrant workers from 

discrimination, arbitrary detention, and inhumane deportations. It prohibits torture and 

degrading treatment while requiring dignity and due process in expulsion proceedings. 

However, the Convention has struggled with effectiveness because many major migrant-
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receiving countries, including the United States, have not ratified it, weakening its scope and 

implementation (United Nations, 1990). 

The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol 

Central to international refugee protection, this convention enshrines the principle of 

non-refoulement, prohibiting the return of individuals to countries where they face 

persecution. While widely ratified, its application to deportation cases remains contested. The 

U.S. recognizes the principle but has been criticized for expedited removals and policies that 

limit asylum claims, undermining protection for vulnerable groups (UN General Assembly, 

1951). 

Collectively, these UN measures have advanced the normative framework for migrant 

protection by emphasizing dignity, non-discrimination, and humanitarian safeguards in 

deportation processes. However, their effectiveness has been constrained by: 

▪ Lack of enforceability. Non-binding frameworks like the Global Compact rely on 

voluntary compliance. 

▪ Limited ratification. Key treaties, such as the 1990 Migrant Workers Convention, have 

not been adopted by major migrant-receiving states. 

▪ State sovereignty vs. human rights. Governments often prioritize domestic security 

and political agendas over international obligations, particularly in cases of mass 

deportations. 

▪ Implementation gaps. Even when states endorse UN frameworks, enforcement 

mechanisms and monitoring remain weak, leaving many migrants vulnerable to 

abuse. 

As a result, while past UN actions have set important standards, significant challenges 

remain in ensuring that deportation practices, particularly those of the United States, align 

with international human rights commitments. 
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Current Challenges and Debates 

 
One of the main obstacles to addressing the humanitarian challenges of U.S. 

deportation is the lack of a consistent and humane immigration policy. Political polarization 

within the United States has repeatedly stalled comprehensive immigration reform, leaving 

deportation practices fragmented and reactive rather than systematic. As a result, many 

removals are carried out with limited coordination with receiving states, creating serious 

reintegration challenges and exposing returnees to heightened vulnerability. Legal barriers 

further complicate the situation: migrants in detention centers often lack access to adequate 

legal representation, and restrictive appeals processes limit their ability to contest 

deportation orders (Human Rights Watch, 2023). 

Divergent perspectives among stakeholders contribute to the ongoing debate. Several 

countries in Latin America and the Caribbean argue that deportations should be paused or 

reduced when receiving states are experiencing economic collapse or humanitarian crises, as 

in the case of Haiti. These governments emphasize the need for stronger international 

cooperation, reintegration support, and respect for migrants’ human rights. In contrast, the 

U.S. government defends deportations as a legitimate exercise of sovereignty, stressing the 

importance of national security, border control, and compliance with domestic law. 

Meanwhile, international organizations and human rights groups advocate for expanded due 

process, alternatives to detention, and the creation of safe and legal pathways for 

regularization (Migration Policy Institute, 2022). 

Deportations also carry wider implications beyond bilateral relations. From a security 

perspective, the mass return of individuals to fragile states may destabilize communities 

already facing violence, corruption, and organized crime, thereby fueling regional insecurity. 

From a human rights standpoint, mass deportations often result in family separations, 

insufficient legal protection, and violations of the principles of asylum and non-refoulement. 

Economically, deportations place significant strain on the limited resources of developing 

states when large groups are repatriated without adequate preparation or reintegration 

measures. Conversely, the sudden removal of migrant workers from the U.S. disrupts labor 

markets—particularly in agriculture, construction, and domestic services—where migrants 

often fill essential roles (International Organization for Migration [IOM], 2024). 
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In sum, current debates over U.S. deportation policies revolve around the tension 

between state sovereignty and international human rights obligations, the humanitarian 

consequences for deportees and their families, and the broader political, economic, and 

security impacts for both sending and receiving countries. 
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Case Studies 
 

Deportations from the U.S. to Haiti (2021–2022) 

Between 2021 and 2022, Haiti experienced a dramatic increase in deportations from 

the United States, with thousands of Haitians repatriated by sea and land. By October 2022, a 

total of 21,303 Haitians had been returned, 69% of whom were expelled from the United 

States. In total, the U.S. deported approximately 14,706 migrants to Haiti during this period, 

many of whom were considered “very vulnerable,” arriving with limited or no resources to 

support themselves (Cuevas, 2022). The deportations occurred despite Haiti’s ongoing 

political instability, widespread gang violence, and humanitarian crises exacerbated by natural 

disasters, which raised international concerns about the safety and dignity of returnees. 

IOM actions 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) played a critical role in providing 

humanitarian assistance to deported migrants. In just one month in 2022, IOM assisted over 

10,800 Haitian migrants returned from the United States, Mexico, Cuba, the Bahamas, and 

the Turks and Caicos Islands. Support included immediate post-arrival aid such as temporary 

shelter, food, water, clothing, medical care, and psychosocial support. IOM also facilitated 

reintegration programs aimed at helping returnees rebuild their lives, although limited 

resources and Haiti’s fragile conditions made these efforts particularly challenging 

(International Organization for Migration [IOM], 2023). 

Deportations of Cambodian Refugees (2017–2020) 

Thousands of Cambodians were resettled in the United States during the 1980s and 

1990s as refugees fleeing the Khmer Rouge regime. Many arrived as children, growing up in 

low-income communities where they faced poverty, marginalization, and limited access to 

support systems. Some became involved in minor or nonviolent offenses during their youth, 

and decades later, harsh U.S. immigration laws made them subject to deportation. 

Between 2017 and 2020, deportations of Cambodian refugees sharply increased, 

particularly under the Trump administration. Many deportees were forced to return to a 

country they barely remembered, with little or no knowledge of the Khmer language, no 



 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION 

25 

remaining family ties, and no social or economic support system. This raised serious human 

rights concerns, including family separation, discrimination, and the profound difficulties of 

reintegration into an unfamiliar society. 

IOM actions 

The IOM has sought to ease these challenges through reintegration support programs. 

Deportees often arrive in Cambodia with little money and few resources. IOM provides 

immediate assistance such as temporary housing, food, and access to medical care. In 

addition, longer-term initiatives include job training, language classes, and psychosocial 

counseling to help deportees adapt to their new environment. These efforts aim to reduce the 

risks of marginalization and ensure that returnees can regain a sense of stability and dignity in 

their lives (IOM, 2021). 
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Possible Solutions and Future Perspectives 

Countries and international organizations have experimented with a variety of 

strategies to mitigate the humanitarian consequences of U.S. deportations and to support 

sustainable reintegration of returnees.  

National Initiatives 

Some migrant-sending countries have developed reception and reintegration 

programs to assist deportees upon arrival. For example, Mexico operates programs that 

provide temporary housing, psychological counseling, and employment assistance to 

returnees. Similarly, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic have established specialized 

coordination offices to manage return migration more efficiently, offering services such as 

documentation, referral systems, and access to local labor markets (IOM, 2024). These 

national measures, while promising, remain underfunded and often reach only a fraction of 

returnees. 

Organizational and NGOs Responses 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has played a central role in 

designing and implementing return and reintegration programs. Its initiatives include 

vocational training, psychosocial support, and seed funding for small business creation to 

reduce dependence on remigration. Civil society organizations and NGOs also complement 

these efforts by providing legal aid, advocacy, and monitoring to ensure deportees’ rights are 

respected (IOM, 2024). 

Innovative Policy Proposals 

Migration experts and think tanks have suggested forward-looking strategies to 

enhance reintegration and reduce humanitarian harm. These include: 

▪ Bilateral reintegration agreements between the United States and countries of origin, 

ensuring deportees return with documentation, job referrals, and access to health 

care. 
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▪ A regional migration fund, co-financed by affected states and international donors, to 

strengthen the economic resilience of returnees and their communities. 

▪ Digital identity platforms that help deportees securely access social services, banking 

systems, and local institutions, reducing the bureaucratic barriers that often hinder 

reintegration (Migration Policy Institute, 2023). 

The Role of International Cooperation 

Ultimately, long-term solutions depend on sustained international collaboration. 

Coordinated action among sending, transit, and receiving states can harmonize border 

management procedures, safeguard migrants’ rights, and ensure deportations are conducted 

in line with humanitarian principles. Organizations such as the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the IOM emphasize the importance of shared 

responsibility and structured policy dialogues to reduce unilateral and ad hoc deportation 

practices. Multilateral frameworks such as the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration provide a normative foundation for advancing safe, dignified, and rights-based 

approaches to return and reintegration (UNHCR, 2022; IOM, 2024).  

Future Perspectives 

Looking ahead, the effectiveness of these solutions will depend on political will, 

funding, and stronger monitoring mechanisms. Without meaningful cooperation, 

deportations risk perpetuating cycles of vulnerability and displacement. However, with 

sustained investment in reintegration, inclusive policy-making, and adherence to international 

standards, states and organizations can transform deportation from a humanitarian crisis into 

an opportunity for resilience and sustainable development. 
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Guiding Questions 

 
▪ What measures can be taken to improve coordination between the United States and 

countries receiving deportees? 

▪ What are the main social and economic factors that make the United States a desirable 

destination for migrants? 

▪ What types of documents must migrants possess to remain legally in the United States? 

▪ What are the key human rights concerns associated with mass deportations? 

▪ How do mass deportations from the United States affect the economies of receiving 

countries? 

▪ What reintegration programs currently exist to support deportees upon return? 

▪ How does the criminalization of undocumented migration impact the protection of 

human rights? 

▪ What strategies have countries employed to advocate for the rights of their citizens facing 

deportation from the United States? 

▪ What are the effects of U.S. deportation policies on transnational families and children 

left behind? 

▪ How do countries of origin track and support citizens who have been deported from the 

United States? 

Critical Questions 

• To what extent do U.S. deportation practices comply with international legal 

obligations, including the principle of non-refoulement? 

• How might mass deportations contribute to regional instability, organized crime, or 

the weakening of democratic institutions in receiving countries? 

• What role should multilateral organizations (e.g., UNHCR, IOM, OAS) play in balancing 

U.S. sovereignty with the protection of universal human rights? 
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Suggested Readings and Resources 

Official and Government Sources 

▪ U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) – https://www.ice.gov 

Official U.S. government agency responsible for immigration enforcement, detention, and 

deportation statistics. Provides insight into the U.S. government’s perspective and 

policies. 

International Organizations 

▪ International Organization for Migration (IOM) – https://www.iom.int/ 

UN-related agency focusing on migration management, return and reintegration 

programs, and international migration governance. 

▪ United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – https://www.unhcr.org 

UN agency dedicated to protecting refugees, asylum seekers, and displaced persons. 

Offers reports on refugee protection and the principle of non-refoulement. 

NGOs and Think Tanks 

▪ Migration Policy Institute (MPI) – https://www.migrationpolicy.org 

Independent think tank publishing policy analysis, migration data, and recommendations 

on immigration reform and international cooperation. 

▪ American Immigration Council – https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org 

U.S.-based nonprofit providing research, fact sheets, and advocacy materials on 

immigrant rights and humanitarian protections. 

▪ Human Rights Watch (HRW) – https://www.hrw.org/topic/us-immigration 

NGO reporting on human rights abuses, including detailed investigations into U.S. 

deportation practices and their humanitarian consequences. 

Research and Data Centers 

▪ Pew Research Center – https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/immigration-migration/ 

Provides public opinion surveys, demographic data, and statistical analysis on 

immigration trends and migration flows. 

https://www.ice.gov/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/
https://www.hrw.org/topic/us-immigration
https://www.pewresearch.org/topic/immigration-migration/
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▪ Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) – 

https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/ 

Research center at Syracuse University offering independent, data-driven analysis of U.S. 

immigration courts, enforcement actions, and deportation outcomes. 
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